
 
Stephen Goldsmith is Associate Professor in the Department of City and Metropolitan Planning 
at the University of Utah. He serves as the Executive Director of the Center for the Living City, a 
non-profit organization created in collaboration with Jane Jacobs prior to her death in 2006. The 
Center’s purpose is to enhance our understanding of the complexity of contemporary urban life 
and through it, promote increased civic engagement. In 2010, with support from the Rockefeller 
Foundation and Graham Foundation, he produced an award-winning book about Jacob’s ideas 
titled What We See; Advancing the Observations of Jane Jacobs. In March of 2014, a new book 
titled, Contemporary Perspectives on Jane Jacobs: Reassessing the Impacts of an Urban 
Visionary is being published in London including his chapter titled, Urban Ecology as the New 
Planning Paradigm. 
 
As part of his research supporting urban ecology as the emerging planning paradigm, he steered 
the Department of City & Metropolitan Planning (CMP) successful effort to shift the 
undergraduate degree program from a degree in Urban Planning to a degree in Urban Ecology. 
This change is the first among Research One institutions in the U.S., and signals an 
acknowledgement of the unintended consequences of urban planning practice that undermines 
the health of cities and people.  Stephen’s work at the university includes teaching   courses in 
Urban Ecology, Green Communities, Ethics in Shaping Communities, and Empathic 
Sustainability. Other roles at the university include Undergraduate Curriculum Coordinator for 
the Department of City & Metropolitan Planning, University Professor for Campus 
Sustainability, Environmental Sciences Track Director for Professional Masters of Science and 
Technology Program, and Honors Scholars Professor in Sustainability and Urban Ecology. In 
2011 he was given a Teaching Award by the Associated Students of the University of Utah. 
 
Stephen’s work in the field of urban ecology and urban planning has been across multiple 
disciplines. Formally trained as an artist, his work includes large-scale environmental 
installations throughout Salt Lake City, including the daylighting of buried creeks and the 
collaborative design of public parks. Prior to his position at the university, he served as Planning 
Director of Salt Lake City from 2000 - 2003, and was the founding director of Artspace, a 
Community Development Corporation creating affordable housing, live/work space and 
incubator spaces for both for-profit and non-profit businesses. During his 20 years as its director, 
he developed more than 400,000 square feet of mixed-use space, including incubator space for 
numerous community-based non-profit cultural, arts, and social service agencies. This work has 
been recognized both locally and nationally for its innovation, architectural excellence and as 
examples of social and environmental responsibility. From 2003-2006 he directed the Rose 
Architectural Fellowship Program for the Enterprise Foundation. 
 
As a Loeb Fellow at Harvard’s Graduate School of Design, he conducted research on ways to 
change Low Income Housing Tax Credit policy to include mixed-use projects, as well as 
exploring the epidemiological impacts of the automobile. During his fellowship he arranged a 
symposium on sprawl at Germany’s Dessau Institute of Architecture at the Bauhaus, which was 
followed by an international symposium and exhibition titled The Physical Fitness of Cities: 
Vision and Ethics in City building held during the 2002 Olympic Games while he was Salt Lake 
City’s Planning Director. In 2012 he was elected President of The Salzburg Congress for Urban 
Planning and Development. 


